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1. Veterans jobs bill signed into law.  On Monday, President Barack Obama signed into law new veterans employment measures designed to get unemployed vets back to work and help recently separated military members make a successful transition to civilian life. The legislation is the combination of Republican- and Democrat-backed job proposals, and easily passed through Congress earlier this month
2. How will failure of 'super committee' affect the military?
Troops could see fewer military jobs, less dwell time, more outdated equipment and plenty of frustration for military planners for years to come, now that congressional efforts to trim the federal deficit have failed.

3. War-torn marriage: Family shattered by TBI, PTSD picks up pieces.  The breaking point came when Sandra Rivera found their 9-year-old son backed against a wall with his arms over his face, shielding himself from her husband's screaming.

4. State looks to hike maintenance fees at Illinois Veterans Home.  Quincy Herald Whig
The Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs is studying raising the maintenance fee maximum for residents of the state's four homes for military veterans, including the Illinois Veterans Home in Quincy. 
5. Researchers team up toward better understanding of PTSD.  eMaxHealth
Researchers at Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center and the US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) have teamed up to try to understand PTSD and find better treatment options for military personnel suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and ...

6. PTSD study may end up helping Canadian soldiers.  The Sudbury Star  QMI AGENCY Researchers at one of America's preeminent academic medical centres and the US Department of Veterans Affairs are joining forces to improve the treatment of military personnel suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic ...

7. Work beginning on Aurora VA hospital.  Denver Business Journal  Kiewit-Turner, the joint venture that will build the new $800 million US Department of Veterans Affairs medical center in Aurora, said Monday it will have more than 200 workers on the site engaged in initial construction activities over the next month. ...

8. Advancing Learning to Reinforce Veterans Services.  Chier Learning Officer  Her consistently demonstrated leadership and judgment in resolving complex personnel, organizational, teaming and training problems led her to become the chancellor of the US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Acquisition Academy, where she creates ...

9. Veterans remembered in wreath-laying ceremony.  American Pharmacists Association, pharmacist.com  “My dad was a pharmacist,” LTG (Ret) James B. Peake, MD, US Army, a former Army Surgeon General and former US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Secretary, said in his keynote speech at a Veterans Day ceremony at APhA headquarters on November 11. ...

10. Project Homeless Connect shows community cares.  SunHerald.com  Todd said he recently found a job in food service through an employment program run by the US Department of Veteran Affairs in Biloxi. Todd said that VA vocational rehabilitation counselor Neil P. Smith, who manned a table for Monday's event, ...
11. Sale Of Pension Income Targeted By Senator. Wall Street Journal The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee chair Senator Tom Harkin is considering launching an investigation into the sale of future pension income by veterans and other retirees to investors, with profit going to middlemen who gain from transaction sales, after a Journal story earlier this month that reported that such middlemen had set up websites with titles like BuyYourPension.com to advertise to pension recipients looking for immediate cash who are then lured by promises of higher returns that don't necessarily pay off.

12. Rahall Bill Would Create Transportation Jobs For Vets.  Beckley (WV) Register-Herald  "To combat ongoing high unemployment among American veterans," US Rep. Nick J. Rahall (D-WV), the top Democrat on the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, and US Rep. Tom Petri (R-WI), the chairman of the Aviation Subcommittee, "introduced bipartisan legislation to create transportation jobs for American veterans." The "'Mobilizing Opportunities for Veterans Employment Act' (H.R. 3473 - The MOVE Act), would provide veterans the opportunity to continue to serve our nation by rebuilding our deficient transportation infrastructure." Among other things, the "MOVE Act would" require "public transit agencies and other recipients and subrecipients of federal transit funds to ensure that the contractors they use for capital projects give hiring preference to veterans to perform any construction work under the federally funded contract."

13. State Looks To Hike Maintenance Fees At Illinois Vets Home.  Quincy (IL) Herald-Whig   "The Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs is proposing an undetermined maintenance fee increase for residents of its four veterans homes to help covering increasing costs for care." State Director of Veterans Affairs Erica Borggren "said the average cost of care is $7,424 a month per resident and that is expected to rise. Borggren said homes are required to increase the amount of daily care residents receive as part of the nursing home reform approved last year."
14. Vets Court Focuses On Those Struggling After Their Service. Minneapolis Star Tribune  A "recently completed report" on the Hennepin County Veterans Court shows that one year into the "pilot program, 71 vets were actively participating in the court and two had graduated." The court "includes the expected representatives from the county attorney, public defender and probation. But there are also people from Veterans Affairs, Minnesota's Department of Employment and Economic Development and Hennepin County's Veterans Services office."

15. Telemedicine Connects Veterans To Critical Medical Care.  Cyprus (TX) Times Patients of the Michael E. DeBakey Veterans Affairs Medical Center "(MEDVAMC) who live far away have better options when it comes to medical care thanks to a new telemedicine program being used in its Anesthesiology Pre-Operative Evaluation Clinic (POEC)." Telemedicine "visits at the Anesthesiology PEOC started this past July at the Beaumont VA Outpatient Clinic, but plans are in the works to have it available at all seven Houston-area VA clinics. The decision to fund this project was made because of the myriad of benefits the telemedicine program provides."
16. Pearl Harbor Survivors Meet For The Last Time.  NPR audio  On Saturday, "in Snellville, Georgia, the Southeastern Chapter of Pearl Harbor Survivors held its final meeting." The "group is part of a national organization that's shutting down at the end of this year, due to a diminishing surviving membership."
17. Military Hero Gets A New Home.  Tampa (FL) Tribune  With the "help of Building Homes for Heroes, a nonprofit group that supports the needs of severely wounded or disabled veterans and their families by providing mortgage-free homes," Sgt. Joel Tavera, who was badly injured in Iraq, has a new home. On "Saturday, a parade from James A. Haley Veterans' Hospital took Tavera to his new home on Outpost Point Drive. The ceremony was attended by, among others, Adm. William McRaven, commander" of US Special Operations Command. 

18. Suit Targets Care At VA.  Wilkes Barre (PA) Times-Leader  A Federal judge is considering a "$10 million medical malpractice lawsuit" veteran Stanley Laskowski "and his wife, Marisol, filed against the Department of Veterans Affairs relating to his treatment at its medical center in Plains Township. The lawsuit, filed last year, alleges medical professionals botched the mental health treatment provided to Laskowski after he was diagnosed in April 2007 with post-traumatic stress disorder, a psychological condition that results from experiencing a severe traumatic event." The "suit is the latest in a growing number of actions nationwide that have been filed against the Department of Veterans Affairs for allegedly providing substandard care to veterans suffering PTSD."

19. Suicide Prevention Efforts Must Integrate Military Families.  New York Times   Kristy Kaufmann, the "executive director of the Code of Support Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated to bridging the gap between civilian and military America," writes, "Suicide among service members, veterans and families is an indicator of the amount and duration of stress we continue to bear. The fact is, even if everything in the Pentagon" and Veterans Affairs "were working perfectly, the government simply does not have the resources - or culture, for that matter - to support the level of need after 10 years of war, and it never will. Unless we develop a more holistic strategy to prevent suicide, one that effectively integrates military families and community support, we risk losing countless military and veteran families."

20. Challenges For Service Women.  New York Times   Anuradha K. Bhagwati, a "former captain in the Marine Corps" who is now the "executive director of the Service Women's Action Network, a nonprofit advocacy organization that advances the rights of military women."

21. Veterans Must Endure Huge Backlog For Benefits. Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette 

22. Join The National Call For Vietnam Vets' Photos. Pensacola (FL) News Journal 
23. Vietnam Tribute Earns Honor.  Detroit Free Press 
24. Iraq Vet Finds Peace Transporting Dogs To New Homes. San Antonio (TX) Express-News 
25. Here's What To Watch Out For With PTSD. Wilkes Barre (PA) Times-Leader 
26. The Role Of Unemployment In Veteran Suicide.  New York Times 
27. VA / VSO-MSO Hearings as November 22, 2011

Hearing - November 30, 2011.  HVAC, Subcommittees on Oversight and Investigations, and Economic Opportunity will hold a joint hearing on the SDVSOB certification process.  334 Cannon HOB

Hearing (formerly 11/10) – November 30, 2011.  SVAC will hold a hearing entitled “VA Mental Health Care: Addressing Wait Times and Access to Care.”  10:00 A.M.; 418 Russell
Hearing - December 2, 2011.  HVAC, Subcommittee on Health will hold a hearing entitled “Understanding and Preventing Veteran Suicide.”  10:00 A.M.; 334 Cannon
28. Today in History:
·  845 – The first King of all Brittany, Nominoe defeats the Frankish king Charles the Bald at the Battle of Ballon near Redon. 

· 1635 – Dutch colonial forces on Taiwan launch a pacification campaign against native villages, resulting in Dutch control of the middle and south of the island. 

· 1718 – Off the coast of North Carolina, British pirate Edward Teach (best known as "Blackbeard") is killed in battle with a boarding party led by Royal Navy Lieutenant Robert Maynard. 

· 1812 – War of 1812: 17 Indiana Rangers are killed at the Battle of Wild Cat Creek. 

· 1837 – Canadian journalist and politician William Lyon Mackenzie calls for a rebellion against Great Britain in his essay "To the People of Upper Canada", published in his newspaper The Constitution. 

· 1858 – Denver, Colorado is founded. 

· 1864 – American Civil War: Sherman's March to the Sea: Confederate General John Bell Hood invades Tennessee in an unsuccessful attempt to draw Union General William T. Sherman from Georgia. 

· 1869 – In Dumbarton, Scotland, the clipper Cutty Sark is launched – one of the last clippers ever built, and the only one still surviving today. 

· 1935 – The China Clipper takes off from Alameda, California for its first commercial flight. It reaches its destination, Manila, a week later. 

· 1940 – World War II: Following the initial Italian invasion, Greek troops counterattack into Italian-occupied Albania and capture Korytsa. 

· 1942 – World War II: Battle of Stalingrad – General Friedrich Paulus sends Adolf Hitler a telegram saying that the German 6th army is surrounded. 

· 1943 – World War II: War in the Pacific – U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and Chinese leader Chiang Kai-Shek meet in Cairo, Egypt, to discuss ways to defeat Japan (see Cairo Conference) 

· 1943 – Lebanon gains independence from France. 

· 1954 – The Humane Society of the United States is founded. 

· 1963 – In Dallas, Texas, US President John F. Kennedy is assassinated and Texas Governor John B. Connally is seriously wounded. Suspect Lee Harvey Oswald is later captured and charged with the murder of both the President and police officer J. D. Tippit. Oswald is shot two days later by Jack Ruby while in police custody. 

· 1967 – UN Security Council Resolution 242 is adopted by the UN Security Council, establishing a set of the principles aimed at guiding negotiations for an Arab-Israeli peace settlement. 

· 1969 – In American football, the University of Michigan upset Ohio State University, 24-12, in Bo Schembechler's first season as Michigan's head coach. The win set off the 10 Year War between Schembechler and Ohio State's Woody Hayes. (See also Michigan-Ohio State rivalry). 

· 1973 – The Italian Fascist organization Ordine Nuovo is disbanded. 

· 1974 – The United Nations General Assembly grants the Palestine Liberation Organization observer status. 

· 1975 – Juan Carlos is declared King of Spain following the death of Francisco Franco. 
· 1977 – British Airways inaugurates a regular London to New York City supersonic Concorde service. 

· 1986 – Mike Tyson defeats Trevor Berbick to become youngest Heavyweight champion in boxing history. 

· 1987 – Two Chicago television stations are hijacked by an unknown pirate dressed as Max Headroom. 

· 1988 – In Palmdale, California, the first prototype B-2 Spirit stealth bomber is revealed. 

· 1989 – In West Beirut, a bomb explodes near the motorcade of Lebanese President Rene Moawad, killing him. 

· 1990 – British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher withdraws from the Conservative Party leadership election, confirming the end of her premiership. 

· 1995 – Toy Story is released as the first feature-length film created completely using computer-generated imagery. 

· 1997 – In Nigeria, more than 100 people are killed at an attack aimed at the contestants of the Miss World contest. 

· 2004 – The Orange Revolution begins in Ukraine, resulting from the presidential elections. 

· 2005 – Angela Merkel becomes the first female Chancellor of Germany. 

